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JANUARY 3, 1972 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR QUICK AND HELPFUL RESPONSE (SAIGON 0206) • 

THE PRESIDENT'S CURRENT PLAN IS TO MAKE HIS NEXT TROOP REDUCTION 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON JANUARY 13. HE WOULD, IF YOU AGREE, ANNOUNCE 
THAT OVER THE NEXT THREE MONTHS, OR BY MAY 1ST, WE WOULD 
DRAW OUR FORCES DOWN TO A LEVEL OF 69,000 AND THAT THERE WOULD 
BE NO MORE DRAFTEES SENT TO VIETNAM. WE WOULD THEN REACH OUR 
RESIDUAL FORCE LEVEL OF ABOUT 35,000 BY JULY 1ST. CAN YOU LET 
ME KNOW THIEU'S REACTION, BUT KEEP IT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

AS NO ONE HERE IS AWARE OF IT. 

THE PRESENT THINKING NOW IS THAT FOLLOWING THE TROOP 
WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT, THE PRESIDENT WOULD MAKE A SPEECH 
ON THE NIGHT OF JANUARY 18 TO PRESENT OUR PEACE PROPOSAL. 

\E WOULD NOTE THAT IT HAD BEEN PASSED TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
EARLIER BUT THAT THEY HAD GIVEN NO RESPONSE AND THAT WE THEREFORE 
CONSIDER THAT THE PROPOSAL IS OPEN. HE WOULD PUBLISH THE SAME 
TEXT WE SENT YOU AND GAVE TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. THE AD 
VANTAGE OF THIS COURSE WOULD BE THAT WE WOULD BE TAKING THE INITIATIVE, 
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AND THEY WOULD HAVE TO RESPOND TO OUR PROPOSAL RATHER THAN 
CONTINUALLY FALLING BACK TO THEIR SEVEN POINTS. I THINK YOU 
fl?E QUITE CORRECT IN ASSUMING THAT THEY WILL NOT ACCEPT, 

GIVEN THEIR FAILURE TO RESPOND UP TO NOW, BUT PUTTING THE PRO- 
POSAL FORWARD PUBLICLY MOVES US OVER TO THE OFFENSIVE. 

YOU SHOULD SHOW THIEU THE PROPOSAL WHICH YOU HAVE AND TELL 
HIM THAT WE WOULD PUBLISH THE EXACT TEXT OF THAT PROPOSAL 
WITH SUITABLE ADJUSTMENTS IN DATES. IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR THIEU 
TO INDICATE THAT HE WOULD NOT BE A CANDIDATE IN THE ELECTION 
BUT ONLY TO GO ALONG WITH THE TEXT OF PARAGRAPH 3, THUS LEAVING 
OPEN THE QUESTION OF HIS CANDIDACY. YOU SHOULD ALSO. TELL HIM THAT 
HIS VIEW ON NEUTRALITY IS CORRECT AND THAT NEUTRALITY WOULD BE 
APPLIED TO ALL COUNTRIES OF INDO-CHINA, INCLUDING NORTH VIETNAM. 
WE RELY ON YOUR JUDGEMENT AS TO BEST RATIONALE TO USE IN 
EXPLAINING TO THIEU OUR EARLIER DELIVERY OF PROPOSAL TO NORTH 


VIETNAMESE. 

♦ 

YOUR PLAN TO GO TO SINGAPORE JANUARY 4-8 (SAIGON 0007) 
IS FINE BUT WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD SEE THIEU ON 
THIS AS SOON AS YOU GET BACK AND LET US KNOW HIS REACTION AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. IF YOU COULD LET US HAVE THIEU* S REACTION 


TO THE TROOP ANNOUNCEMENT BEFORE YOU LEAVE, IT 
WOULD HELP GREATLY. 

WARM REGARDS. 
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